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LETTER, 

&c. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I . 

From  my  situation  as  a  Lecturer,  and  from 

the  anxiety  of  my  pupils  to  ascertain  what  are 

^  « 

the  regulations  of  the  University  respecting  the 
study  of  Midwifery,  I  am  induced  to  address 
you  on  a  subject  to  which  your  attention  has  . 
been  already  directed.  It  relates  to  one  por¬ 
tion  of  study  now  required  by  the  curriculum, 
of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I  mean  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  class  of  Midwifery. 

.  ,  ^  J- 

Having  an  interest  in  the  subject,  I  hope  to  r 
be  able  to  satisfy  you  that  this  point  [may  be 
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brought  to  a  more  speedy  and  happy  termina¬ 
tion  than  by  all  the  energy,  ingenuity,  and  elo¬ 
quence  that  can  be  displayed  at  the  bar. 

f*' 

It  is  unnecessary  to  eulogise  oiir  Alma  Mater ; 
it  is  rather  a  more  imperative  duty  to  state, 
that,  unless  an  immediate,  and  satisfactory,  ar- 

t 

rangement  be  made,  Students  may  be  induced 

to  withdraw  from  our  own  to  the  rising  Uni- 

* 

versities  of  other  cities. 

For  reasons,  unnecessary  to  detail,  the  Class 
of  Midwifery  was  formerly  not  considered,  but 
erroneously  perhaps,  as  an  essential  branch  of 

,  r 

Study  for  a  Medical  Degree.  I  shall  not,  there- 
fore,  here,  discuss  the  propriety  of  such  an  ar¬ 
rangement;  it  was,  however,  eyentuaily,  reserved 
for  the  Patrons  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Senatus  to  establish  its  necessity :  and  to  which, 
speaking  as  I  do  merely  by  report,  the  Senatus 
gave  their  general  acquiescence,  at  the  same 
time  fairly  and  ,  honourably  stipulating,  that, 
though  the  Midwifery  class  should  be  admitted 
into  the  curriculum,  it  ought  only  to  have  a 
prospective^  mot^a  retrospective,  effect ;  or,  indeed^ 
that  it  should  affect  only  those  Students  who  should 
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matriculate  subsequent  to  the  1st  qf  January 
1825. 

This  obvious  and  wise  intention  arose  from 
the  wish  not  unnecessarily  to  augment  the  expense 
of  the  Degree, 

Without  presuming  to  enter  into  the  abstract 
question  of  rights  between  the  University  and 
its  Patrons  to  dictate  a  course  of  study,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appears  to  have  been  the  plain  state  of 
the  case.  The  Statuta,  or  laws  of  the  College, 
were  published,  at  the  usual  time,  for  the  session 
of  1825,  directing  the  course  of  study  for  the 
Medical  Degree,  wherein  Midwifery  was  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  curriculum,  but  with  an  expressed 
reservation,  that  it  was  only  to  be  prospective 
in  its  operation,  and  not  intended  to  affect  Gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had,  previously,  matriculated,  as  they 
might  have,  previously,  attended  private  Lec¬ 
turers  of  established  reputation  here  or  else¬ 
where,  and  could  not  be  again  expected  to 
make  additional  sacrifices,  either  of  time,  con¬ 
venience,  or  expense. 
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These  Statuta  went  forth  to  the  world  ;  and 
as  there  was  no  protest  against  them,  it  implied 
of  course  the  sanction  of  all  parties  concerned, 
and  the  Students  had  implicit  confidence  in  them. 
I  do  not  therefore  see,  after  such  a  lapse  of 
time,  how  the  Patrons  can  change  the  measure, 
from  the  solemn  pledge  given  by  the  Senatus 
in  their  Statuta,  as  it  would  be  attended  with 
all  the  grievous  consequences  of  an  eoc  post  fac¬ 
to  law ;  and  there  would  be  much  cause  for  re¬ 
gret  if  any  serious  consequences  should  arise, 
either  to  the  Senatus  fi*om  their  being  compell¬ 
ed  to  refuse  confirming  their  own  regulations, 
or  to  the  Patrons  from  thinking  it  right  to  in¬ 
validate  the  medical  degrees  that  may  be 
conferred. 

Do  not  therefore  compel  the  adoption  of  any 
principle,  which  must  derogate  from  the  esta¬ 
blished  good  faith  of  the  University :  and  as 
it  appears,  that  there  is  no  imperious  necessity 
to  hurry  through  this  improvement  in  direct 
violation  of  a  solemn  pledge. 

i 

That  the  class  of  Midwifery,  should  be  in^ 
te»ded.in  the  curriculum,  may  be  perhaps  right; 
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but  happily  I  think  it  can  almost  be  proved, 
that  no  gentleman  obtains  a  degree,  but  who 
has  devoted  a  portion  of  his  attention  to  this 
important  subject.  Therefore  the  class  is  re¬ 
quired  not  so  much  to  introduce  a  new  and 
decided  improvement^  as  to,  establidi  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  a  good  principle  in  the  course  of 
medical  study. 

t 

It  is  now  pretty  well  understood,  that  this 
department  in  its  various  relations,  comprises 
an  extensive  range  of  medical  practice  ;  and  it 
were  as  vain  to  attempt  the  practice  of  opera¬ 
tive  surgery,  without  a  finished  knowledge  of 
anatomy,  as  for  a  man  to  settle  in  practice 
.without  a  competent  knowledge  on  the  subject 
of  Midwifery. 

This  department  of  our  profession,  is  now 
almost  rescued  from  the  hands  of  ignorant  and 
pretending  individuals.  It  is  cultivated  as  an 
extensive  branch  of  medical  science ;  and 
I  am  quite  confident  that  I  must  carry  with 
me  the  sentiments  of  yolir  Lordship, 'as  wdl 
as'^my  fellow  citizens,  in  maintaining  its  adyan- 
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lages  to  the  safety  and  the  preservation  of  the 
most  interesting  part  of  the  human  race; 

Under  all  these  circumstanceSj  however,  if  I 
might  venture  to  state  my  own  opinion,  and 
what  I  believe  is  generally  expected,  I  w’ould 
recommend  that  the  “present  Statuta  should  re¬ 
main  in  full  force^  and  that  the  operation  of 
the  new  regulation  should  not  affect  those  who 
had  commenced  their  studies  before  the  1st  of 
Januaiy  1825  ;  thus  leaving  Students  of  all 
anterior  years  to  their  own  choice.  Well  do 
they  know^  that  they  must  attend  to  Mid¬ 
wifery,  as  essential  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  profession.  By  adopting  this 
method,  it  would,  I  am  confident,  answer  eyery 
purpose  of  security  to  the  public,  fulfil  the 
pledge  given  to  the  Students,  complete  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Patrons,  coincide  with  the  views 
of  the  Senatus,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  all  dif¬ 
ference  on  this  much  agitated  question. 

Corporate  bodies  are  often  too  w^ell  known  to 

be  fastidious  in  their  privileges ;  there  are  cases 
indeed  where  they  cannot  be  too  jealous  ;  but 
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here  I  trust  there  can  bei^but  one  feeling  by 
which  tedious  and  expensive  litigation  may 
be  prevented,  and  a  royal  visitation  rendered 
unnecessary. 

As  to  the  discussion  of  the  implied  rights  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  Patrons  or  of  the  Senatus,!,  of  course, 
cannot  presume  to  offer  an  opinion  ;  but  this, 
I  contend,  is  not  the  period  for  litigation. 

This  is  certainly  an  improving  age,  but  even 
improvement  sometimes  admits  of  modifica¬ 
tion  and  concession  :  substantial  justice  must 
result  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  the 
concurrence  of  the  Patrons  with  this  measure, 
was  certainly  implied  from  their  not  having 
taken  any  public  exception  at  the  time  the 
Statuta  were  passed,  and  their  acquiescence 
now  cannot  affect  the  question  of  right.  . 

The  Patrons  of  the  University  are  entitled 
to  the  best  thanks  of  the  community  for  the 
recommendation  they  have  given  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Midudfery,  and  though  it  may  be  well 
that  they  regard  with  due  vigilance  the  re- 
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gulation  of  the  various  appointments  of  the 
University,  to  have  none  but  pre-eminent  men 
to  adorn  the  Chairs,  they  will,  in  the  present 
instance  at  least,  best  consult  the  interest  of  the 
College,  by  permitting  the  Senatus  to  regulate 
its  internal  economy,  and  the  necessary  por¬ 
tion  of  study  for  the  advantage  of  the  Pupils, 
and  the  extension  of  the  various  principles  of 
science  that  are  necessary  to  be  acquired. 

To  me  I  will  confess,  your  decision  is  of 
some  importance.  I  have,  for  many  years, 
taught  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,  and  after  much  labour,  anxiety, 
and  expense,  have  succeeded  in  establishing 

a  most  respectable  Class. 

( 

» 

.  Previous  to  your  proposed  regulation,  the 
Midwifery  class  was  open  and  unfettered,  the 
Pupils  judged  for  themselves,  and  attended 
very  naturally  that  teacher  who  could  confer 
on  them  the  greatest  advantages.  Now,  of 
course,  they  may  be  prevented  following  that 
inclination  ;  and  after  a  period,  they  must  be 
compelled  to  attend  the  University  Professor, 


'll 

^  • 

I  have  devoted  the  best  part  of  my  life  to  the 
arduous  dil ties  "connected  with  teaching,  aind  to 
promote  the  practical  advantages  for  the  irti- 
provement  of  my, pupils,  on  the  faith  that  the 
then  established  arrangement  would  be  per¬ 
manent,  and  certainly  there  was  no  reason,  at 
that  time,  to  contemplate  any  change*  If  this 
be  really  for  the  good  of  the  public^  I  bow  loith 
deference  to  the  decision^  however  injurious  to 
my  own  interest^  and  destructive  of  all  liberal 
competition  in  this  city. 

I  shall  be  happy  therefore  to  be  informed  by 
your  Lordship,  if  it  be  practicable,  what  an¬ 
swer  I  can  give  to  gentlemen,  many  of  whom 
are  in  constant  application  to  be  received  as 
pupils,  which  must  be  impossible  till  a  decided 
explanation  can  be  given,  however  flattered 
I  may  be,  by  their  anxious  wish  to  attend  my 
class,  and  participate  in  its  advantages. 

I  trust,  therefore,  you  will  deem  it  expedi¬ 
ent,  on  a  fair  consideration  of  this  brief  state¬ 
ment,  to  leave  the  matter  open,  or  you  will 
give  me  the  power  to  declare  to  them  that  you 
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1 

will  not  make  the .  law  retrospective  in  its 
operationji  by  wHch  the  interest  of  all  parties 
will  bejattained-  / 


f  • 


f-% 


With  many  apologies  for  this  trouble, 

X 

lam, 

T- 

My  Lord  akd  Gentlemen, 

■  V  Vi  - 

:  *  ‘ .  Yoiif  obedient  Servant,  ^ 


V 


JOHN  THATCHER. 
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